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Background to the survey

* In many countries, by the beginning of May 2020
as part of lockdown measures

* COVID-19 had spread through Asia, was particularly rife in Europe but
only just penetrating Africa and the Americas

* The value of this survey was to collect perspectives from professionals
in the field — of whether/how schools were re-

opening in different countries and the successes and challenges of
making this happen




Survey response

@ Access to guidance (20)
No access (22)

® Schools still open (1)
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Three fundamental questions...

* How were health and education professionals in the field
P
* How were health and education professionals in the field

in the
context of wider public education and public health measures
implemented nationally?

* What were the
for school reopening?




How were health and education
professionals coping with the situation?

* There was a fear of
infection reported among
staff and parents

e \Within the preva ilin g The .la/;gtzagej of thedp;ndemiclsi .far.has beenlil'v tetrlr/ns c])cf a WJ(Zr
- against the virus and the population in general is still in fear o
la nguage Of Wwar again St personal risk as there is no vaccine and no treatment. [England]

the virus, there had not
been national debate
about risk and benefit of
reopening schools

* Mental health problems
were reported

Recognize staff at their fair value, because they are
exhausted and sometimes discouraged. [France]




Concern about widening inequalities

“Low economic standards and lack of funds for education for the past decade have
resulted in vast social differences between families, or even schools. The majority
of schools lack the necessary infrastructure to cope with such a crisis. Even more,

children with special needs or educational disabilities of any type seem that are
even more left behind now.” [Greece]
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How were professionals making sense of
the guidance that had been issued?

e Authorship: the majority
showed health advisers in a
leading role (10 joint health
/ education; 5 health-led:; 3

not SpeCifie_d; 1 ed UC_ation' It will be important to maintain flexibility and modify approaches
led; 1 secu rity counci |-|ed) as needed, and to ensure learning and sharing of good practices.
[Republic of Moldova*]

* Two-stage translation
process & creative
communication

* Variation in autonomy to
implement guidance
according to context

There is absolutely no freedom to deviate from
the set guidelines. [Namibia]
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Elements of the guidance

Circulation Changes

School Cleaning

Wearing a Mask

Schedule Changes

Education about the Pandemic
Canteen Arrangements
Transport Arrangements
Hygiene measures

Social Distancing

Class Size Reduction
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NUMBER OF COUNTRIES (OUT OF 20)

14

16

18

Physical distancing
strategies and hygiene
measures most often
cited

External services e.g.
school transport were
included

Education provided to
students about the
pandemic included
hand washing, social
distancing and the
nature of the virus




What were the enablers, obstacles and
solutions for school reopening?

* Co-operation
between school
teams, local
authorities and
families

e Consistent and timely
information, backed
up by resources &
equipment

e Awareness of the
education system and
school constraints




How can we adapt for the future?

e Time to consider new
approaches to create
resilience

* Time to introduce We must take advantage of the circumstance to introduce other essential
wellbein g to D ics that the.mes to puplls.throug.h non?formal education: medltat:“lon, death,
) mourning, the meaning of life, philosophy seen as a way of life, to be happy
m |ght have been and useful to his community and to the world. These themes have been
overlooked neglected for too long, in favour of other issues ... [Haiti*]
* A new type of We need more funds, better educated teachers with
teachin gD rofessional be.tter working Cf)nditic?ns... including distance'teachers
with full professional rights, guaranteed working hours
could eme rge and earnings and more research on how contemporary

education with the use of ICT should be: less paper, new
content, new curricula. [Greece]




Reflections

* Guidance available for re-opening schools H-u\m\
prioritises health and hygiene measures & Cducation

https://unescochair-

ghe.org/

e Scarce mention of local health providers

* Availability of resources is variable |q s -

ND WELL-BEING EDUCATION

e N

International Association for

Adolescent Health

https://iaah.or



https://iaah.org/
https://unescochair-ghe.org/
https://unescochair-ghe.org/

