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AAP Return-to-School Guidance 

“The AAP strongly advocates 
that all policy considerations 

for the coming school year 
should start with a goal of 

having students physically 
present in school.” 



• CDC guidance 
– 6 feet distance between desk/kids when feasible
– Some countries have been able to successfully reopen schools using 3 feet distance 

between students without increases in community spread.*

• Important to encourage social distancing between adults
– Increasing evidence of higher degree of spread between adults than from children to 

adults

• Grade specific:
– Pre-Kindergarten/Preschool: Cohort classes to decrease crossover
– Elementary: Spacing of desks and cohorting
– Secondary: Spacing of desks, minimizing/eliminating lockers, increased spacing if 

activities include increased exhalation (singing, exercise)

Physical Distancing Guidelines

*Based on evidence in Lancet that spacing of 3 feet may approach the benefits of 6 feet, especially if students are asymptomatic.



Special Distancing Issues
• Bussing

– Taking into account physical distancing and recommendations for use of face coverings

• Hallways
– Strategies to reduce traffic in hallways

• Meals/Cafeteria
– Maximizing distancing by reimagining where students eat (classrooms and other spaces

• Playgrounds
– Enforcing physical distancing outdoors may difficult and most effective strategy to reduce 

risk
– Managing group sizes and cohorting are models to help manage risk



Face Coverings and PPE Guidelines



Cleaning and Disinfecting Guidelines 



Screening and Testing



School Attendance for Sick Children/Adolescents



CDC Return to School Criteria 



COVID-Positive Individual:  School Open or Closed? 



AAP’s Consistent Messages on Reopening Schools

• School is important for child health

• Schools must be flexible and nimble 
to reopen safely

• Schools must adapt based on COVID 
transmission in school and 
community

• Schools need funding for safety 
measures



Stay Tuned …  


